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Rabbi, Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Friends,
I would like to welcome you all to my Bar Mitzvah and thank you for coming to help
celebrate this simcha with me. Tomorrow in the synagogue we will read the Torah ;
portion, Balak. In this Torah portion we read about how Balak, the King of Moab,
hears about the Jewish victories over the Amorite kings and, although the Jewish
people make known to him that they have no wish to harm him or his kingdom, he is
overcome by hatred and fear and wants to destroy them. He knows that he cannot
succeed by force of arms so instead he calls upon the noted heathen prophet and
sage, Bilaam, to curse the Jewish people and, thus, cause them to be destroyed.
He sends messengers to Bilaam to get him to agree to do this. Bilaam consults with
G-d and G-d tells him that he should not go. Balak persists, though, and sends
another delegation. Bilaam, who really wants to go, consults with G-d again.
G-d this time tells Bilaam that he can go, but warns him that he can only say those
things about the Jewish pecple which G-d permits him to say. The Torah then tells

us how Bilaam saddles his donkey and proceeds to go.

On the way an Angel of G-d confronts Bilaam and his donkey. Only Bilaam's donkey,
though, seems Him. The donkey stops and Bilaam whips him so he will get going.

This is repeated three times until G-d opens the mouth of the donkey and the donkey
protests to Bilaam about his being beaten. G-d then opens the eyes of Bilaam and
Bilaam sees the Angel of G-d with a drawn sword in front of him. Bilaam acknowledges
that the donkey was right and again pledges that he will say only what G-d permits
him to say about the Jewish people. Many Rabbis explain this whole episode of

the donkey as a dream which Bilaam had right before he left with Balak's messengers.

The question that I have, though, is why does the Torah tell this story at all?

It seems to me that the Torah here is teaching us a very important lesson. Bilaam .
we know was the smartest and most profound prophet of that day. The Rabbis compare

him to Moses, considering him Moses' equal. He was a brilliant individual. A donkey ,

on the other hand, is a stupid animal. It knows just about nothing. Yet, it was the
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donkey who perceived the right thing to do and not Bilaam, the genuis and prophet.

The Torah teaches us that we can learn from everyone, especially when our self-interest
is involved. Bilaam wanted to do Balak's wishes. He wanted the gold and silver

Balak was willing to pay. And so he could rationalize and make right the cursing

of the Jewish people because this is what he wanted to do. Any donkey could see

this was wrong, but Bilaam, the smart man, was blinded because of his selfishness.

I hope and pray that I will always remember the lesson of my Bar Mitzvah and never
try to make wrong right so I can benefit or have a good time. At this time I would
like to thank my parents and grandparents for all the love and devotion they have
showered on me, and to Rabbi Radinsky for preparing me for my Bar Mitzvah. May I

always be a eredit to my family, my religion, and my community. Amen.
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